tJnlttd sittti Aray 
Offle* of the Staff Judge Advocate 
APO 343 

Yokohama, Japan 
11 July 1946 
Cato go. 33 

OT1HB3 S942E3 07 AMERICA YS USD SUES HAH9AII 
BXTIXV 0? 7SS STA77 JUDGE ADVOCATE 

1. The attached reeord of trial by Military Ceaaittion, appointed W pa*u- 
«**ph 16# S. 0. 117, Headquarters Eighth Any, dated 6 May 1946* haying boon re- 
forrod to tho Staff Judge Advocate for review, mo review of tho record, with 
an opinion and recommendation rotating thereto, !• submitted. 



Samel - Uaorako Man tan i 

AgOt 40 

Beeidoaeet tat shown 

Marital Statu#» tat shown 

Education* tat ohoon 

Vocation* Storekeeper 

Service! Tito year# in the Japanese Any. 




Legally 

gloat Finding# Snatainad 


Chargtl Botoooa 1 May 1944 and 1 
Soptoabor 1946, scouted oonaittod 
wool aad brutal aot# and other 
offontot against Allied POW# at 
Sagoya POW Coap Vo. 1, Kami oka, 

Bone ha, Japan, in violation of 

thft lave of oar* BO G Too 

% 1 t In Jana 1946 mistreated and 
tortured aad dirootod other mistreat- 
neat aad tarturo of Bobert I. Bobinson, 

an American POW* jto a Too 

9p 2 I Dirootod and participated in 
the adotreataent and torture of Jaaoa 
9* Tito# Trank C. tarario, Chariot P. 

Chaffin and ether Aaoriean POWt in Kay 

1646* 5G G Yes 

8p 3 I Boat, clubbed and otherwise 
niotroatod Morris Littaaa, an American 

TOW, in July 1946. XO G Too 


3p 4 I Botvoon 1 Key 1944 aad 1 
September 1946 dirootod, supervised 
aad participated la tho heating tad 

torture of aaaeyeus Aaeriota TOWs. 59 G Yoo 

afflJTJSICBi Coafinoaoat for life. 
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.. 3 \, ?** r ®f ord of trial in this case comes to thin Headquarter* for 

«a appoHoto roriev, tho primary function of which it to Hsure tlmt the 
titled so a war crialnal on trial befors a military commission. 

folloting SfJSf** Brl<,flr ** eoapotont evidence i, to tho 

- _ .*• Sergeant Ohoeuk* Mantani of the Imperial 

of v Sa « 0 ^ Prisoner of War Gasp Humber 

T** Saaioka* Honshu, Japan, froa 1 October 1944 to 6 September 1945, havin* 

****“••• of th * camp iomaander, who alee 
( ?* *?• S* Bx * 2* 3 ‘^‘ A ««** ordered, 41- 
**“ b “ tla «» «* other ai.lreat- 

JJKLJ* * of war and personally beat and tortured many 

J^2£T 1? **™ lr by P lacAa « * combustible substance on 

wn^Hre areas of their bodies and igniting it (lx. 3-4. 9, 13-18, 18, 19, 32. 

1 « Private Bobert L. Bobineon, an American pri- 
*°^®T ***» w * dabbed and beaten into insensibility by the eleven non- 

r of the Kamioka Camp staff under direction of accused in 
June 1946 (S*. 2, 3, 18). Large quantities of dirty kitohsn water were pour- 

we^ndS?^ !iJf r0 SM hWB f?,* £** f0ll ^ ln « th * heating, and hie rtomaeh 
^&a pounded with rifle butte until the water gushed out his noee and mouth (Ex. 

. jy» In May 1946 James T. Pita, IVank Boario, 

° ther A f* rle * a# WW beaten with dubs, stick., 
n 5? * ix honr “ by Reoua * d Rnd sewral other Japanese guards fol- 
a *T n *»»»****“ »* food in the prisonere barracks 
t&x. 2, 0 - 11 , 13-1(5, 28). One American received a blow on the head that 
brass ooth ear drome, while others were so severely bsetoa about the face 
that they were unrecognisable (Sx. 2 , 9, lo, 18, 2?). The Japanese then 
gave the group the water treatment, burned them by igniting a combustible 
® n A 5*f r ***•■ «* locked them naked In cells overnight (lx. 2, 
ZsewL* 1? .P? the following aoraing they were forced to stand at attention 
without clothing while Japanese women who had been brought into the camp 
for the occasion ridiculed and spit on them (lx. 3, 20). 

,2* In late July 1945 Corporal Morris Llttman, 
an American prisoner of war, was beqten about the head and back by accused 
and other Japanese guards following the discovery of cigarettes end food in 
hlet possession. After fainting sad being revived twite during the beating, 
bittern was burned around his neck and then confined in the guardhouse for 
seven days on leee then half-rations (Bx. 17). 

, A ii Id i ,SM6tfifiaUffl . i 1 Beatings of Allied prisoners became more 

indiscriminate and severe during the period immediately preceding the Jap- 
^ee surrender (lx. 2). Collective punishment was frequently administered 
to thr entire body of prisonere for a minor rale violation by one, the men 
Ml**# M&ta&i lltibM and taunted until th my lost oonsdotteneoe l^jr abound 
»ad othoy Japans m (8*» 3-4, 13, 19)# Americans Who traded personal effects 
far food were beaten daily for hours with belts, sabers, ropes sad clubs by 
accused, who also burned the "Hieing Sun* emblem around the navale of some 
>*“«** «* 23?* On* prisoner lost hie sanity when beaten and eltebed 
accused and two other Japanese, and had not returned to normalcy whan lib¬ 
erated by American forces two months later (Bx. 2 ). 

.. Vi'' Jhi,9tftBHI < ®he accused, after being duly advised of 

his righto as a witness, elected to testify in subatar.ee that he exercised 
coomnad only ovor office personnel at zaalotm, and had no control over camp 
goard* (B. 80)* Be does not recall the beating of Bobert I. Bobineon bat 
remembers the burning and beating of sixteen other Af ricans, although ha 
did not direct or partlolpate in tha incident (B. 30, 31). He punished one 
prisoner who had stolen food by burning Mm, but did not direst #r take nart 

?* ** h V «• Vi¬ 

talised Aaorlean gifts ef fruit and sake from hie heme (1. 32, “* 
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Too other Japanese asabers of the orap staff testified to the of¬ 
fset that aecussd, as sub-commander, frequently gars orders to camp guards 
hat Issued, none involving the heating or torture of prisoners (a. 22). Ae- 
eaeed took no part in the heating and horning of Bobinson or the incident 
involving the aistreateent of sixteen other Americans who were found to have 
stolen food la their barracks (H. 20, 21, 33, 34, 38). He frequently brought 
fruit and dried fish froe his hose and distributed it among the prisoners (8. 
21, 28) « 


S. Qnini^| > 

the proseeutlon evidence, in the fora of 34 affidavits and thrs* 
state®ants of former Aserloan Prieonors of War, estahlishss the accused et 
the eentral figure in the indiecriainate heating, clubbing, burning and ot¬ 
her mistreatment and torture of numerous Allied prlsoners of war without 
cause or trial, at Kamioka caap fro* October 1844 to September 1945, Tim 
brutal lashings and beatings, which occurred daily and usually lasted for 
eeeef&l hours, were of such severity that eoae Americans tssporarily lost 
their reason, while others suffered parsanent injury and disfigurement* 

Tbs accused personally tortured many prisoners, usually by burning 
them on the brads, neck and abdomen, and also directed and supervised his sub¬ 
ordinates in the frequent maltreatment of prisoners. His assertion that ho 
exercised so control over crap guards is refuted by the testimony of three 
Japanese members of the crap staff, two of them defense withesees, who tes¬ 
tified that accused issued orders and acted as camp commander Curing the ab¬ 
sence of the eosaandlag offlosr, who divided his time between Kami oka and 
another prisoner of war ramp. 


Participation by accused in the crimes established by the evidence 
le a question of fact proporly determinable by the commission, which site as 
the trier of fact, and lte conclusion of guilt ms amply warranted by con¬ 
vincing prosecution evidence depicting accused as a "sadistic type" who bru¬ 
tally tor toyed prisoners "at the elighteet whim". 


The petition for clemency submitted by defense counsel, which cites 
the lesser eratearae imposed by three other military commissions in allegedly 
similar instances, has been examined and given consideration. The ruthless 
inh uman ity characterising accused*e treatment of numerous prisoners of war, 
however, impels the conclusion that reduction of the sentence is not warrant¬ 
ed, The lift sentence imposed is legal and appropriate to the offenses. This 
office is therefore constrained to recommend that clemency be not extended. 

X 

8. ^mnwinflnllmv 


It is accordingly recommended that the sentence of confinement for 
life be approved rad ordered executed. A form of action designed to carry 
the foregoing reeoraesdetion into effect is hereto attached for your con¬ 
sideration. 


X COSCOH* S*e attached sheet. 



U. Col., JAflSD 
Staff Judge Advocate 


/•/ imuJu Man 

JAMES A. BYKUM 
1st lieutenant, JAGD. 

Assistant Staff Judge Advocate. 
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BSAXK^OfcSfXRS SIGHTS ABKT 
United States Amy 
AFO 343 


Yokohama, Japan 
Angus! 1943 


In ths foragoing ansa of Genjl Mlneno, the finding of guilty of 
Specification 8 is disapproved. leverthelese, In view of the proof of the 
guilt of the accused of the aany heating* and other vicious tortures charged 
in the nine specifications remaining, the sentence of twenty years should 
not he reduced. The sentence, therefore, though inadequate, is approved and 
will he duly executed. The Sagaso Prison, Tokyo, Honshu, Japan, or elsewhere 
as the Supreme Coaaander for the Allied Powers, or other proper authority, 
nay direct, is designated at the place of confinement. 




R, L. HICHKLBERG53R. 

lieutenant General, U. 8. Army 
Commanding 
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Ceuaeal for the accused hare presented a brief eonparing the Instant 
seatenet atftnnUt with thtii in eiailar eases* Beeanse of the rtried 
charade* of the acts of which ear oriaee aceneed hare been ooarieted, 
a ® ««•**! yardstick fer sentences can properly be established* The 
fhet theft a ooMdesloa is a certain ease or notes upjt award an leads* 
qoate panl shawn t, dees act Justify the rerlswing authority in r educi n g 
proper sentences la other eeeee to that low letel* The aeeeare met 
•till be the reeeoaableae•• and Justness of the sentence at gauged by 
the pualehnent whioh the facte in each particular case desand. 

x 

la the ease of Oho tar© Turaahiaa, a life eeatente was approred wham 
eereral ef the specifications included the «pe aete herein eteroed. 

The pattern of atrocities we such the mm* It would be nafhir te 
modify the eeatenee of hantani under such drcwstanees. 


/•/ friton fl« 5rwad 

ALTAR B. BB0WBE 
It. Ool., JAGD 
Staff Judge Advocate 
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